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Dear,

On the 28th of June the Regional Coordination Committee (RCC) of the North- North West Region launched their Gas Regional Energy Market (REM) project. The idea behind this project is to identify and to remove key barriers to competition on a regional level as a stepping-stone to a single competitive European gas market. 

It is intended that each REM identifies and publishes the priorities and actions identified to be addressed in their region. The REM North- North West will be overseen by the DTe who will chair a Regulatory Co-ordination Committee (RCC) made up of the relevant regulatory authorities in the region. The role of the RCC is to coordinate, monitor and guide the project forward. 

Each REM will bring together regulators, the European Commission, TSOs and other relevant Market Operators in an Implementation Group (IG). This IG will play a crucial role in developing the priorities and inputting to and undertaking some of the work. The IG will make proposals on how to deal with priority issues. The IG will report to the RCC and participation is upon invitation only.  Transparency in the process is important and reports of each IG meeting and other reports that are produced will be published on the ERGEG website.

Other key stakeholders such as, producers, consumers, traders, suppliers and Member State governments will participate in the project through a separate Stakeholder Group. 

The Chair of the North- North West Region and the National regulator are pleased  to invite you for the first meeting of the Implementation Group (IG) on the 18th of July 13.00 – 18.00 in The Hague. 

The RCC has produced a report which outlines their initial view on the process and the priorities to be addressed. The envisioned priorities are:

1. transparency
2. regulatory coordination
3. hub liquidity and the efficient trade of gas between hubs
4. access to primary capacity and facilitating efficient investment
5. access to secondary capacity and facilitating efficient investment
6. the interaction of gas balancing mechanisms and the impact on trade and competition
7. gas quality and interoperability. 
We value the view of the IG on this report. 

Without your support in the gas REM, it will be hard to make progress in tackling the issues that have been identified. We would like, therefore, to highlight the importance of your collaboration in the implementation of the work streams to be undertaken in the region and to invite you to join with the Regulators in realizing the goals of this initiative.

In the accompanied Annex and on http://www.ergeg.org/portal/page/portal/ERGEG_HOME/ERGEG_RI you can find more information on the GRI. Working papers for the meeting will be uploaded to this website prior to the meeting. 

We ask every member of the IG to send only one representative to the meeting. We also ask you to sign up before the 11th of July with Ms Elif Karatay, E.Karatay@nmanet.nl. She will make sure that you get all the relevant information in time. 

Yours sincerely,
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Peter Plug
Director of the Office of Energy Regulation

Chairman RCC North-North West
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