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On the 28th of June 2006 the Regional Coordination Committee (RCC) of the North West Region launched their Gas Regional Energy Market (REM) project. The idea behind this project is to identify and to remove key barriers to competition on a regional level as a stepping-stone to a single competitive European gas market. 

Following a successful first discussion on these priorities on October 9th 2006 in The Hague and as a follow-up on the questionnaires that have been received, the Chair of the North West region, the President of the Bundesnetzagentur and the national regulators are pleased to invite you to participate in more in-depth discussions on these priorities on February 8th and 9th 2007 in Bonn, Germany. This consultation will consist of workshops on each priority where the results of the questionnaires will be discussed and will produce implementation plans with recommendations to the IG and RCC. 

The following workshops will be held: 

1. transparency
2. regulatory coordination
3. hub liquidity and the efficient trade of gas between hubs
4. interconnections: access to primary capacity and facilitating efficient investment
5. interconnections: access to secondary capacity and facilitating efficient investment
6. the interaction of gas balancing mechanisms and the impact on trade and competition
7. day ahead capacity auctions
We ask every member of the IG and SG to send only one representative to the meeting, the maximum number of participants is limited. If more applications are received, participants will be chosen on a first-come-first-served basis. 

We also ask you to sign up before January 26th by sending the registration form to Ms Ronie Naardin by email (r.naardin@nmanet.nl, +31 (0)70 330 3511). You can also contact her for more information on the meeting. Information on the venue location and hotel bookings will be available on the REM NW website shortly.
Yours sincerely,

	Peter Plug
Director of the Office of Energy Regulation
Chairman RCC North West


	Matthias Kurth

President of the Bundesnetzagentur
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