Gas Regional Initiative (GRI): North West region

Watching brief on gas quality 
(17/04/2007)
History

From the start, gas quality has been identified within the North West region as one of the priorities to be tackled. 
During the Implementation Group (IG) meeting on 10 October 2006 in Den Haag (NL), as an outcome of the discussions at the first Stakeholders Group (SG) meeting the day before, the decision was made to put the priority on gas quality on hold. As a matter of fact, the autumn of 2006 announced itself as a very busy period with lots of activities on the subject. For example Ofgem started in the UK with an economical and technical work stream on the subject, and DG TREN of the European Commission held workshops on certain identified problems within their interoperability project. 
Especially related to the DG TREN project, where already detailed questionnaires on the subject were sent around throughout Europe, the IG decided to wait for the results which were announced for January 2007. Having received the outcome of the questionnaires, which were also presented in the last Madrid Forum, it is time to update the position on the priority on gas quality within the GRI. 
Position


The so called “traffic light”-table within the documents delivered by DG TREN, summarises the findings that came out of the questionnaires they send. The first thing to notice is the fact that a lot of different quality specifications exist, even at either side of border points. 
At some Interconnection Points (IP), gas quality has been identified as a barrier for free flow of gas. The differences in quality specifications can lead to problems at Interconnection Poinsts (IP) with possible reverse flow. This is affecting only a small number of IP (Blaregnies, Zeebrugge, Oude Statenzijl, Eynatten). To temporary bypass these barriers, internal bilateral agreements are put in place but this does not touch to the origin of the problem itself. In fact, for gas quality, each parameter within each specification at each IP has a complex technical and/or contractual historical reason for its presence in the specification and for the current value. Through the work of EASEE-gas that is followed-up by the Madrid Forum, but also because of the present study of the Commission and their mandate to CEN, the stakeholders are now putting efforts to harmonize the gas quality at each interconnection point. This process of standardization is estimated to take a five years period, a quick solution can not be expected.
As it is not the intention by the GRI to duplicate ongoing work, it is proposed to postpone further specific investigation on gas quality within the North West region. However, it is a fact that the differences in specifications affect the region. Therefore, all stakeholders are encouraged to continue their efforts on an individual, bilateral and European level. This statement does not prevent the GRI for the North West region to tackle the gas quality issue within other priorities, if during the discussions there it is identified as a burden for further market development. Stakeholders have the opportunity to bring to the attention of the Regional Coordination Committee (RCC) any gas quality issues that are creating barriers to trade/market integration and the RCC, in consultation with the IG, can decide whether they would take onboard issues that should be undertaken through the GRI. 
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